
 

Year 5 -Medium Term Planning  

Our Focus: People and Power (Government) 
 

Global Curriculum Core Text 

Hook 

Community / Global 

Project Outcome 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Accidental Prime Minister 

by Tom McLaughlin. 

 

Year group council linked to 

governance.  Pen licenses. 

 

 

Curriculum Driver: 

Digital Literacy / 

communication. 

Curriculum Table / Display Proposed Trip/Visitors 

 
Key Questions:  Who is this? What 

power do they have?  Why is this 

country important? (Ireland) What 

is the European Union? 

 

Key Images:  Queen. Prime 

Minister, Speaker of the House of 

Commons, Theresa May, map of 

Ireland. House of commons, 

Houses of Parliament. 

Key Artefacts:  

 

Key Vocabulary: parliament, 

government, Westminster, Brexit, 

debate, democracy, Prime 

Minister. 

 

Houses of Parliament 

 

Storyteller to visit school. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community / Global Project Outcome 
( KSA from Our curriculum map – Global skills) 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  

 

Skills Attitudes 

 

Power and governance. 

 

 

 

Informed and reflective action. 

Empathy. 

 

 

Commitment to participation and inclusion. 

Belief that people can bring about change. 

 

 

 

 
 

Week 

1 
 

Explore and compare Government structures of the UK and around the world – democracy/autocracy/dictatorship etc … 

Make links to geographical locations, human and economical/ecological features. 

 
 

Week 

2 

 

 

 

Make comparisons between past and present UK governments. What has changed? What is the same? What happens when 

Governments fail? 

 

Exploring Deepening Planning Delivering Evaluating



 
 

Week 

3 

 

Create our project guidelines – What needs to be done? look at examples of handwriting and challenge each other’s viewpoints. 

Create Steps to Success for the committee. 

 

 

 
Week 

4 

 

The power of the written/spoken word.  Look at some of the famous speeches from around the world and analyse what made them 

effective. Churchill – “We shall fight them on the beaches.” Martin Luther king – “I have a dream!” Kennedy “Man will go to the moon 

in this decade”  

 

Visit from a storyteller - what made him an effective storyteller?  Create S2S for getting your audience’s attention.  

 
Week 

5 

 

 

Design the certificate for the school pen license. 

 

Explore presentation software – PowerPoint and alternatives such as Prezi.  Understand how to use the basic features. 

 

 
Week 

6 

 

Begin to design the presentation for use in assembly at the start of next term.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of presentations created – present to each other in class. 

 

 

 
Week 

7 
Hold a debate – children to use public speaking skills and S2S created to hold a debate. (Topic to be decided) 

 HALF TERM 
Week 

8 
Finalise and practice the presentation that will be done in assembly this week. 

 

Deliver the assembly to the whole of KS2. 
Week 

9 

 

 

Explore personal presentation and body language – what makes a successful candidate? Create a “pen licence specification” for 

potential applicants.  

Understand the wellbeing of applicants for their pen licence and learn how to give feedback. 

Use Excel and create a spreadsheet for record keeping and statistical analysis. 

 
Week 

10 

 

 

Anti-bulling week  



 
Week 

11 

 

 

Explore what has happened in the past when people have disagreed with the decisions made by governments. Explore the 

suffragette and chartist movements and the Miners’ strike of the 80s. 

Week 

12 

 

 

The power of the people – children to plan and stage a protest: “We want our pens back!” 

 

 

Week 

13 

 

Prepare for their visit to the Houses of Parliament.  What questions would children like to ask?  What are they expecting to see?   

Visit to Houses of Parliament. 

 

 
Week  

14 
Explore parliamentary buildings around the world.  How are they different?  How are they the same? 

Week 

15 
Reflect on the Pen Licence Project – have many children been achieving success?  Is the record-keeping accurate? 

What have children gained from being part of the committee? 

 

 
 
 
 

English 

 
Week 1 

Wb  

Week 2 
WB  

 

Week 3 
WB  

 

Week 4 
WB 

Week 5 
WB  

 

Week 6 
WB  

Week 6 
WB 

SPaG Focus:  

Modal Verbs 

(5.32/5.51) 

 

 

 

SPaG Focus:  

Modal Verbs 

(5.32/5.51) 

 

 

SPaG Focus:  

Modal Verbs 

(5.32/5.51) 

 

 

 

SPaG Focus:  

Modal Verbs 

(5.32/5.51) 

 

 

 

SPaG Focus:  

 brackets, dashes 

and commas to 

indicate 

parenthesis. (5.41) 

SPaG Focus:  

brackets, dashes 

and commas to 

indicate 

parenthesis. (5.41) 

SPaG Focus:  

brackets, dashes 

and commas to 

indicate 

parenthesis. (5.41) 

LO: justify our 

choices.  

Activity: As children 

enter room, they 

“vote” for the 

LO: examine the 

actions of the main 

character. 

Activity: Read 

Chapter 2 “Shout, 

LO: Describe the 

effect humour has 

on the reader. 

Activity: Write a 

summary of the 

LO: describe the key 

features of an 

autobiography. 

Activity: Explore the 

selection of 

LO: create own 

chronological 

events.  

Activity: Children to 

map out their own 

LO: Write the 

introductory 

paragraph (s) 

Activity: Children to 

use time adverbials 

LO: evaluate the 

effectiveness of our 

writing.  

Activity:  Children 

peer-assess and 



 
people (current 

politicians/famous 

people) whose 

pictures are 

displayed. Discuss 

and write reasons 

for their choices.  

 

LO: predict the 

outcome of our text 

based on the front 

cover. 

 

Activity: Discuss the 

front cover and title. 

What is the role of 

the Prime Minister? 

Children to write 

their predictions.  

 

LO: analyse the 

writer’s use of words 

and phrases. 

Activity:  

Read Ch 1 “I Don’t 

Like Mondays”. 

Children to read up 

to Pg 7, discussing 

phrases such as 

“tardis-like” 

stomach and “the 

smile didn’t reach 

her eyes” 

 

 

LO: identify 

convention in our 

story. 

Activity: Read the 

rest of Chapter 1 

and discuss the 

Shout, Let it all Out!” 

Discuss the 

character of Joe. 

What has 

happened to him? 

Write an 

explanation of 

Joe’s actions and 

the courage he 

needed using Point, 

evidence, 

explanation.  

LO: compare the 

characters. 

Activity: Read 

Chapter 3 “Fame”. 

Discuss the three 

characters of 

Violetta, Jenkins 

and the PM. What 

have all the adult 

characters in this 

book got in 

common? Are any 

different? Children 

to write a concise 

explanation of their 

opinion. 

 

LO: Infer a 

character’s motives. 

Activity: Read 

Chapters 4 & 5. 

What do children 

think will happen 

next? Will Joe be 

PM? What will HE 

do? 

Read Ch 6 – were 

their predictions 

correct? 

parts of the story 

they thought were 

funny. Why were 

they effective? 

 

LO: evaluate the 

writer’s use of 

figurative language. 

Activity: revisit the 

previous chapters – 

how has simile and 

metaphor helped 

with the humour? 

Children to write 

some similes and 

metaphors of their 

own for characters 

such as Violetta. 

 

LO: identify emotive 

language. 

Activity: spot 

emotive language 

in the extract from 

Roald Dahl’s 

Matilda. Recap 

chapters of TAPM so 

far and spot 

emotive language.  

 

LO: sort text types 

by their features. 

Activity:  

Explore different 

opening 

paragraphs/pages 

from different texts – 

can children sort 

into genres? Pull out 

the examples of 

autobiographies 

examples of 

autobiographies. 

Discuss and draw 

together the 

similarities – compile 

a checklist. 

 

LO: build a timeline 

of events. 

Activity: arrange the 

events (of Joe’s life) 

in time order and 

apply adverbials of 

time. 

 

LO: construct 

emotive language 

for an 

autobiography.  

Activity: Add in the 

feelings of Joe and 

how 

sad/confused/happy 

he felt at different 

points of the story. 

 

LO: Invent a short 

autobiography for 

Joe. 

Activity: children 

write a short 

autobiography for 

Joe as a practice for 

inventing their own. 

Check children have 

used all features and 

S2S. 

 

timelines, from birth 

through to the day 

they lost the 

election. Begin to 

add dates and 

fronted adverbials.  

 

LO: construct 

relative clauses. 

Activity: learn 

about relative 

clauses. Children to 

add relative clauses 

to their sentences 

for timeline.  

 

LO: create variation 

in sentence 

structure. 

Activity: discuss the 

given sentence 

examples and 

identify what they 

all begin with. 

(Nouns/pronouns) 

Create more 

interesting ways to 

start the sentences.  

 

LO: Create S2S for 

next week’s writing. 

Activity: having 

made an 

autobiography for 

Joe, and begin to 

think about their 

own lives, children 

create S2S for their 

extended writing.  

 

and dates to 

describe their early 

childhood and 

family. 

 

LO: use humour to 

re-tell events.   

Activity: write the 

paragraph(s) where 

they explain how 

they became Prime 

Minister. 

 

LO: create an 

imaginary career.  

Activity: write the 

paragraph(s) 

explaining how their 

career developed – 

what did they do 

while they were 

PM? What is their 

legacy? 

 

LO: Compose the 

closing paragraph. 

Activity: write the 

final paragraph – 

explain why they 

are writing it.   

 

offer advice about 

correcting SPaG in 

their 

autobiographies. 

 

LO: revise our 

written work.  

 

Activity: children re-

draft their 

autobiographies, 

Including suggested 

changes.  

 

LO: finalise our 

work. 

 

Activity: children to 

publish their work in 

a book of 

autobiographies. 

“what would YOU 

do if you became 

Prime Minister for 

the day? 

 

LO: evaluate and 

justify our choices. 

 

Activity: conduct 

mock TV interviews 

as of the book had 

been published.   

 



 
exaggeration and 

stereotyping in the 

story – this is a 

feature of stories – 

look at villains such 

as Cruella de Ville 

and the demon 

Headmaster. 

 

 

LO: produce a 

manifesto 

Activity: Read 

Chapter 7. 

What would 

children do if they 

became Prime 

Minister? 

 

and discuss. Write 

an explanation of 

what an 

autobiography is 

and what it should 

do. 

 

 

 

 

Maths 
 

Week 1 
Wb 03.09.19 

Week 2 
WB 09.09.19 

 

Week 3 
WB 16.09.19 

 

Week 4 
WB 23.09.19 

Week 5 
WB 30.09.19 

 

Week 6 
WB 07.10.19 

Week 7 
WB 14.10.19 

Focus for the 

week:  

 

Focus for the week: 

Number and place 

value. 

Focus for the week: 

Number and place value. 

Focus for the week: 

Number and place 

value. 

Focus for the 

week: Addition 

and 

Subtraction. 

 

Focus for the 

week: Addition 

and Subtraction. 

 

Focus for the 

week:. 

Multiplication 

and Division. 

 

 

Values Week 

Mental/oral starters: 

Counting in 1000s and 

10, 000s up and back 

from various points. 

 

Arithmetic focus: place 

value of numbers up to 

1,000,000 

 

LO: Read, write, 

numbers to at least 

100,000 and determine 

the value of each digit.   

 

Mental/oral starters: 

Fluency – spotting patterns 

and counting. 

 

Arithmetic focus: positive 

and negative numbers. 

 

LO: count forwards and 

backwards with positive 

and negative whole 

numbers, including through 

zero.  

 

Mental/oral starters:  

Reasoning – I am 

thinking of a 

number… 

 

Arithmetic focus: 

rounding and Roman 

Numerals. 

 
LO: solve problems 

using place value and 

rounding skills. 

Activity: A selection of 

word problems with 

Mental/oral 

starters: number 

sequences. 

 

Arithmetic 

focus: mental 

strategies 

leading to 

formal 

methods. 

 
LO: add and 

subtract 

Mental/oral 

starters: number 

sequences. 

 

Arithmetic focus: 

written methods 

and reasoning. 

 
LO: use addition 

skills to solve 

number puzzles. 

Activity: chn 

solve magic 

squares & 

Mental/oral 

starters: times 

tables recall. 

 

Arithmetic focus: 

factors, multiples, 

prime numbers. 

 
LO: understand 

what factors are. 

Activity: Chn to 

spot factors, 

working logically 

to ensure all 



 
Activity: read the 

numbers, saying value 

of each digit. Partition 

them (expanded 

notation) 

LO: compare and order 
numbers. 

 

Activity: Explain how to 

order the numbers, 

looking at which digits 

first then order given 

digits in ascending 

order.  Missing number 

problems where missing 

number is a multiple of 

1000 or 10,000 

 

LO: : compare and 

order numbers up to 

1,000,000 

 

Activity: Make own 

numbers with counters 

and place value grids 

then work out: Write 

down the numbers that 

are: 

a) One thousand more 

b) Ten less 

c) One hundred less 

d) A hundred thousand 

more. 

e) Twenty thousand less 

f) Nine more 

 

 

LO: compare and order 

numbers up to 

1,000,000 

Activity: Identify the rule in 

each sequence. 

 
LO: count on and back in 

powers of 10. 

Activity: Chn count on and 

back in steps of 100, 1000 

and 10,000. Identify the 

missing numbers in the 

sequences. 

 

LO: round numbers to the 

nearest 10,100,1000 or 

10,000. 

 

Activity: round the given 

numbers, some in word 

problem format. Find the 

lowest/highest numbers 

that could be rounded to 

10,000. 

 

 

LO: solve problems 

involving negative 

numbers. 

 

Activity: Use knowledge of 

negative numbers to solve 

the word problems. 

 

missing number word 

problems. Chn explain 

reasoning. E. G. 67298 

+ _____ = 67898 

 

LO: read Roman 

Numerals up to 1000. 

 

Activity: explain 

reasoning – how to 

correctly transform 

numbers into Roman 

Numerals. 

 

LO: read years in 

Roman Numerals. 

 

Activity: convert date 

(years) from history 

into numbers.  

 

LO: recall methods for 

adding large 

numbers. 

 

Activity: chn use a 

range of strategies to 

add numbers (4 and 5 

digit), exploring 

methods and 

reasoning.  

 

numbers 

mentally. 

Activity: 

addition and 

subtraction 

pyramids ‘top 

spot’ game. 

  

LO: solve 

problems 

involving 

addition. 

 

Activity: use 

formal methods 

to solve word 

problems and 

explore puzzles 

involving 

addition. 

 

LO: solve 

addition missing 

digit problems. 

 

Activity: column 

addition 

problems where 

some digits are 

missing. Explain 

reasoning and 

explore 

possibilities. 

 

LO: use mental 

strategies to 

quickly add 

and subtract 

large numbers. 

 

arithmagons 

puzzles. 

 

LO: use written 

methods to solve 

subtraction 

problems. 

 

Activity: explore 

methods and 

share ideas – 

working 

collaboratively. 

 

LO: solve 

subtraction word 

problems. 

 

Activity: use 

formal method 

subtraction skills 

to solve word 

problems. 

 

LO: use rounding 

to estimate the 

answers to 

problems. 

 

Activity: chn are 

given problems 

where rounding 

has been done 

inaccurately – 

check and solve.  

 

 

have been 

found. 

 

LO: find common 

factors of 

numbers. 

 

Activity: Chn to 

find common 

factors such as 

those for 12 and 

36. Find own 

examples and 

explain their 

reasoning  

 

LO: identify prime 

numbers and 

prime factors. 

 

Activity: explore 

which numbers 

are prime 

numbers and test 

theories.  

 

LO: recall formal 

written methods 

of multiplication. 

 

Activity: chn 

multiply 4 and 5 

digit numbers by 

2 digit numbers, 

working 

collaboratively to 

identify methods 

and strategies. 

 



 
Activity: Children use 

dice to generate 6 digit 

numbers. Use the 

inequality symbol to 

compare them. Play 

game in pairs to see 

who can make the 

highest value number 

with 6 throws of the 

dice.  

 

 

Activity: explain 

method used 

and reasoning 

for questions 

such as 29 845 + 

600 

800 000 + 295 

832 

600 744 – 40 000 

 

Opportunities for 

real life links:  

Opportunities for real 

life links: Discussions of 

when such large 

numbers are used e.g. 

population counts. 

Opportunities for real life 

links: Catering for large 

numbers of people at 

events such as football 

matches. 

Opportunities for real 

life links: Historical 

events and key dates.   

Opportunities 

for real life links: 

Word problems 

linked to real-

life situations. 

Opportunities for 

real life links: 

Word problems 

linked to real-life 

situations. 

Opportunities for 

real life links: 

Word problems 

linked to real-life 

situations. 

 

 

Discrete Subjects  

 

 Week 1 
Wb 03.09.19 

Week 2 
WB 09.09.19 

 

Week 3 
WB 16.09.19 

 

Week 4 
WB 23.09.19 

Week 5 
WB 30.09.19 

 

Week 6 
WB 07.10.19 

Week 7 
WB 14.10.19 

Whole Class 

Reading 

Strategies:  Strategies: 

Encourage 

children to infer 

feelings from 

character 

actions. 

 

Strategies: 

Develop 

questioning 

techniques linked 

to fictional/real-

life politics. 

 

 

Strategies: Begin 

to use Point, 

Evidence, 

Explanation to 

explain opinions 

in depth. 

 

 

Strategies: Identify 

themes and 

conventions such 

as caricatures of 

villains and 

authority figures. 

 

 

Strategies: Discuss 

viewpoints of 

characters on 

both ‘sides’ of the 

dilemma.  

 

 

 

Strategies: Form 

ideas about the 

actions, opinions 

and motives of 

the characters.  

 

 

 

Science 

 

 

 

Values Week 

LO: classify 

materials 

according to their 

properties. 

LO: investigate 

thermal properties 

of materials.  

LO: investigate 

the best electrical 

conductors. 

LO: understand 

what dissolving 

means.  

LO: explore how 

to separate 

mixtures.  

LO: identify 

reversible and 

irreversible 

changes.  



 
Activity:  Children 

complete mind 

map and create 

vocabulary for 

display. Children  

test each material 

for magnetism, 

hardness 

transparency, 

flexibility and 

permeability. 

 

 

Activity: Children 

plan and carry 

out an 

investigation into 

which material 

would be best at 

keeping lunch 

cool.  

 

Activity: Children 

plan and carry 

out an 

investigation into 

which material is 

best at 

conducting 

electricity.  

 

 

Activity: Children  

test whether 

different materials 

are soluble or 

insoluble in 

water.  

 

 

Activity: Children 

carry out different 

ways to separate 

the mixtures 

given.  

 

 

Activity: Children 

investigate what 

happens when 

two materials are 

mixed and an 

irreversible 

chemical change 

takes place.  

 

 

R.E Values Week LO: identify how 

some people 

represent Jesus. 

Activity: Review 

artists’ impressions 

and discuss. What 

do we actually 

know about his 

qualities? 

Children to draw 

outline of body 

with own qualities 

inside.  

LO: explore the 

way Jesus is 

perceived 

through 

metaphor. 

Activity: Discuss 

the metaphors in 

the Bible e.g. I am 

the bread of life.  

Children choose 

one metaphor to 

illustrate.  

 

 

LO: compare 

Jesus’ 

explanations of 

happiness with 

modern life.  

Activity: discuss 

the Beatitudes 

and what they 

mean. Explore 

what makes us 

happy today. 

Children make 

their own 

beatitude 

“Happy are those 

who … because 

…” 

 

LO: explore the 

miracles of Jesus. 

Activity: Read 

some of the 

miracles but focus 

on the calming of 

the storm. (Animal 

Tales by Nick 

Butterworth) 

explore the idea 

of Jesus as a 

“Storm Stopper” 

Children to write 

a kenning about 

Jesus.  

 

 

LO: understand 

Jesus’ teachings 

about God. 

Activity: Recap 

our learning 

about Parables, 

especially “The 

Prodigal Son” 

from last year. 

Explore the idea 

that Jesus 

portrays God as a 

loving father.  

 

 

LO: describe why 

Jesus is still 

important to 

Christians today.  

Activity: Watch 

and discuss 

videos of people 

explaining why 

Jesus is important 

to them.  

 

 

P.E  

 

Values Week 

LO:   Develop 

passing, moving 

and creating 

space 

 

Activity: See 

Complete PE 

 

(Aragorn Class: 

swimming) 

LO: Refine passing 

and moving to 

create attacking 

opportunities 

Activity: See 

Complete PE 

 

(Aragorn Class: 

swimming) 

 

LO: Explore 

different passes 

that can be used 

to outwit 

defenders  

 

Activity: See 

Complete PE 

 

LO: Refine 

defending as a 

team 

 

Activity: See 

Complete PE 

 

(Aragorn Class: 

swimming) 

 

LO: Create and 

apply defending 

tactics, develop 

officiating 

 

Activity: See 

Complete PE 

 

(Aragorn Class: 

swimming) 

LO: Matches 

Activity: See 

Complete PE 

 

(Aragorn Class: 

swimming) 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

(Aragorn Class: 

swimming) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French  

 

Values Week 

LO: revise colours 

and numbers.  

Activity: 

 

 

 

LO:  learn the 

vocabulary for 

high street 

buildings. 

Activity: 

 

 

LO:  learn the 

vocabulary for 

giving directions. 

Activity: 

 

LO:  learn to ask 

the way. 

Activity: 

 

 

LO:  take part in a 

simple 

conversation 

asking for 

directions.  

 

Activity: 

 

 

LO: review our 

conversation 

technique.  

Activity: 

 

 

Art Values Week LO: create depth 

in pictures. 

Activity: Children 

draw simple 

landscape 

pictures with 

mountains in 

background, 

animals in the 

foreground and 

different size grass 

and shrubs in 

foreground and 

middle ground. 

LO: construct line 

drawings using 

one-point 

perspective. 

Activity: Draw the 

horizon line, 

vanishing point 

and 

buildings/trees 

lining the avenue.  

Trace the lines in 

black waterproof 

ink. 

 

 

LO: use 

watercolours 

correctly. 

Activity: 

Finish their 

avenue artwork 

by adding colour. 

LO: construct 

drawings of 

buildings. 

Activity: Use 

twopoint 

perspective to 

draw a building 

as if you are 

facing its corner. 

Children to draw 

simple cuboid 

building shapes. 

 

 

LO: construct 

drawings of 

buildings. 

Activity: Children 

use knowledge of 

perspective 

drawing to copy 

a perspective 

drawing of a real 

building. (School 

Hall). 

LO: evaluate our 

drawings. 

Activity: 

Tabletop gallery – 

children to assess 

each other’s 

work. 

 

Music  

Values Week 

LO: listen to, and 

appraise, a song.  

Activity: 

Listen to and 

appraise the song 

“Make you feel 

my love” by 

Adele. 

 

 

LO: Learn to sing 

the song. 

Activity: Listen to 

Bob Dylan’s 

version of the 

song and 

compare to 

Adele’s. 

Learn to sing the 

song. 

LO: accompany 

the song on an 

instrument. 

Activity: 

Accompany on 

the Glockenspiel 

(easy part) 

LO: learn the 

notes A,B,C and 

G on the 

recorder. 

Activity: 

Accompany 

“Make you feel 

my love” by 

Adele on the 

recorder (Medium 

difficulty) 

 

LO: perform the 

song and 

accompany on 

instruments. 

Activity: Listen 

and appraise 

“Hello” by Lionel 

Richie. 

Accompany 

“Make you feel 

my love” by 

Adele on both 

LO: improvise to a 

song.  

Activity: Listen to 

and appraise 

“Love me Tender” 

by Elvis Presley. 

Children then 

practice 

improvising with 

voice, 

glockenspiel and 

recorder. 



 

 

Glockenspiel and 

recorder. 

 

 

 

 

 


